
April 5, 2026      Easter Day     ELW Setting Four 

 

PRELUDE 

 

SOLO     Were You There       Chris Olson 

EASTER ANNOUNCEMENT 

Why do you look for the living among the dead. Christ is not here. Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 

Alleluia!  

GATHERING SONG   Jesus Christ Is Risen Today      ELW #365 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 

who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 

praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

GREETING             ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE            ELW p. 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 

to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 148 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

Alleluia. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious 

resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live 

with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

CHILDREN'S READING 



FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43 
34 Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35 but 

in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is acceptable to him. 36 You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread 

throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 

Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 

Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed 

him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank 

with him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about him that everyone who 

believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-4 
1 If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 

God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and 

your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with him in glory. The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see 

the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came 

and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For 

fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, 

for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has been raised, as he said. 

Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, 

and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they 

left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 

“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do 

not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds    ELW #367 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 

that we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day 

that by our lives we truly say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

4 Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

CREED 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us pray for the needs 

of all creation. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel our doubts and fears 

and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the earth be renewed by the 

light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of all you have made. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where violence, oppression, and 

corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit to transform and redeem. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. Draw near to those 

who are ill or in pain (especially). Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. Bless this community, 

that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word and deed. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your resurrection. Bring us, with 

them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new life to all the world, 

through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always.  And also with you. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING Thine Is the Glory          ELW #376 

1 Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay. 

Refrain:  Thine is the glory, risen, conqu'ring Son; 

endless is the vict'ry thou o'er death hast won! 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, risen from the tomb! 

Lovingly he greets thee, scatters fear and gloom; 

let his church with gladness hymns of triumph sing, 

for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting! Refrain 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a 

glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. Nourish us with the body and blood 

of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           ELW p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW p. 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all things new. Send 

us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations. In 

the name of Jesus, Amen. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!      ELW #369 

1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 

offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 

4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 

Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE 

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 


