
June 21, 2026    4th Sunday after Pentecost       ELW Setting Eight 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin to God. Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, call us 

back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s 

name we pray, Amen. 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” In 

the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG    Let the Whole Creation Cry     ELW 876 

1 Let the whole creation cry, "Glory to the Lord on high!" 

Heav'n and earth, awake and sing, "Praise to our almighty king!" 

Praise God, angel hosts above, ever bright and fair in love; 

sun and moon, lift up your voice; night and stars, in God rejoice. 

2 Servants striving for the Lord, prophets burning with the word, 

those to whom the arts belong add their voices to the song. 

Pow'rs of knowledge and of law, to the glorious circle draw; 

all who work and all who wait, sing, "The Lord is good and great!" 

3 Men and women, young and old, raise the anthem loud and bold, 

and let children's happy hearts in this worship take their parts; 

from the north to southern pole let the mighty chorus roll: 

"Holy, Holy, Holy One; glory be to God alone!" 

GREETING             ELW p. 184 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE             ELW p. 184 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all;  

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 185 

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

 



Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Amen.  

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not 

to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward, except that of 

knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

THANKSGIVING FOR FATHERS 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for fathers. Bless them with your love. 

May they reflect your unconditional love and care for their children.  Bless them with your love. 

Like Abraham, may they trust your promises for them and for generations to come.  Bless them with your love. 

Like Jethro, may they provide wisdom and teaching that enhances life. Bless them with your love. 

Bless stepfathers and foster fathers that like Joseph, they provide care for all children who come to their lives. 

Bless them with your love. 

Bless those men who like Paul for Timothy, mentor, coach, and teach others to grow into the best they can be. 

Bless them with your love. 

For those who have lost children, who are estranged from their children, or who long to be Fathers, sustain them 

with your grace and hope. Bless them with your love. 

Heavenly Father, we give you thanks for fathers.  Bless them with your love. Amen. 

CHILDREN'S READING 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13 
7 O LORD, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have prevailed. I have become 

a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me. 8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence 

and destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. 9 If I say, “I will 

not mention him or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in 

my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10 For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce 

him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and 

we can prevail against him and take our revenge on him.” 11 But the LORD is with me like a terrifying warrior; 

therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not 

succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12 O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous; you see the heart 

and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. 13 Sing to the LORD; 

praise the LORD! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11 
1b Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who died to sin go on 

living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 
4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by 

the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We 

know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. The word of the Lord. 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION         ELW p. 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 25 it is enough 

for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called the master of the house 

Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is 

covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in 

the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who 

kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 29 Are 

not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. 30 And 

even the hairs of your head are all counted. 31 So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 
32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my Father in 

heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in heaven. 34 “Do not think 

that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace but a sword. 35 For I have come to 

set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-

law, 36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than 

me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 38 and whoever 

does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons    ELW 798 

1 "Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

4 "Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?" 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

CREED 

RECOGNITION AND RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

PEACE  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING    Rise Up, O Saints of God!       ELW 669 

1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain ambitions turn; 

Christ rose triumphant that your hearts with nobler zeal might burn. 

2 Speak out, O saints of God! Despair engulfs earth's frame; 

as heirs of God's baptismal grace, the word of hope proclaim. 

 

 

 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and the needs of the world. Life-giving God, 

you have called your people to lose their lives for Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face 

of difficulty. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Creator God, you know every sparrow that falls to the ground. Protect migrating birds, endangered species, and 

their natural habitats. Empower us to care for your creation. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Sovereign God, you call us to act justly and love mercy. Protect those with marginalized identities to whom we 

have not shown the abounding love of Jesus. Bring an end to oppression and bigotry in all forms. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Sustaining God, you promise to provide for us. Help those living with disability. Comfort those experiencing 

any sort of illness or suffering (especially). God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Empowering God, strengthen us to live out our diverse callings. We pray especially for fathers and father 

figures, that they show your compassion and care. We pray for all for whom this day is difficult or painful. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

Faithful God, we give thanks for saints who have claimed their baptismal promises. May we follow their 

example of faith and service. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and unspoken prayers to you, O God, through 

Jesus our Savior. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER  

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG   O Jesus, I Have Promised       ELW 810 

1 O Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

remain forever near me, my master and my friend. 

I shall not fear the battle if you are by my side, 

nor wander from the pathway if you will be my guide. 

4 O Jesus, you have promised to all who follow you 

that where you are in glory your servant shall be too. 

And Jesus, I have promised to serve you to the end; 

oh, give me grace to follow, my master and my friend. 

POSTLUDE 
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