
March 8, 2026     Third Sunday in Lent      ELW Setting Four 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt and blots out all offenses. Gracious God,  

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For failing to recognize your coming reign, and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious 

God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 

God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free gift of God, you have been 

clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the 

One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, and gives you life and 

peace. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG   Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross     ELW 335 

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross, there's a precious fountain; 

free to all, a healing stream flows from Calv'ry's mountain. 

Refrain:  In the cross, in the cross be my glory ever; 

till my ransomed soul shall find rest beyond the river. 

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes before me; 

help me walk from day to day with its shadow o'er me. Refrain 

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hoping, trusting ever, 

till I reach the golden strand just beyond the river. Refrain 

GREETING             ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE             ELW p. 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, 

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 148 

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world:  have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Merciful God, the fountain of living water, you quench our thirst and wash away our sin. Give us this 

water always. Bring us to drink from the well that flows with the beauty of your truth through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM           Celebrant Choir  

CHILDREN'S READING 

FIRST READING: Exodus 17:1-7 
1 From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD 

commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 The people quarreled 

with Moses and said, “Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do 

you test the LORD?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained against Moses and said, 

“Why did you bring us out of Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?” 4 So Moses cried out 

to the LORD, “What shall I do for this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5 The LORD said to Moses, 

“Go on ahead of the people and take some of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff with 

which you struck the Nile and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 

and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
7 He called the place Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled and tested the LORD, saying, “Is the 

LORD among us or not?” The word of the Lord.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 151 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and merciful,  

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

GOSPEL: John 4:5-42 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
5 [Jesus] came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.6 Jacob’s 

well was there, and Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by the well. It was about noon. 
7 A Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8 (His disciples had gone to the city 

to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?” 

(Jews do not share things in common with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is 

that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water.” 11 The 

woman said to him, “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12 Are you greater 

than our ancestor Jacob, who gave us the well and with his sons and his flocks drank from it?” 13 Jesus said to her, 

“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will 

never be thirsty. The water that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.” 15 The woman 

said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I may never be thirsty or have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16 Jesus 

said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come back.” 17 The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, 

“You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband,’ 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one you have now is not your 

husband. What you have said is true!” 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that the place where people must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 Jesus said to her, 

“Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 
22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is coming 

and is now here when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to 



worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I 

know that Messiah is coming” (who is called Christ). “When he comes, he will proclaim all things to us.” 26 Jesus said to 

her, “I am he, the one who is speaking to you.”   27 Just then his disciples came. They were astonished that he was speaking 

with a woman, but no one said, “What do you want?” or, “Why are you speaking with her?” 28 Then the woman left her 

water jar and went back to the city. She said to the people, 29 “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever 

done! He cannot be the Messiah, can he?” 30 They left the city and were on their way to him. 
31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, “Rabbi, eat something.” 32 But he said to them, “I have food to eat that you 

do not know about.” 33 So the disciples said to one another, “Surely no one has brought him something to eat?” 34 Jesus 

said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 Do you not say, ‘Four months 

more, then comes the harvest’? But I tell you, look around you, and see how the fields are ripe for harvesting. 36 The reaper 

is already receiving wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 For here 

the saying holds true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38 I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have 

labored, and you have entered into their labor.”  39 Many Samaritans from that city believed in him because of the woman’s 

testimony, “He told me everything I have ever done.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with 

them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no 

longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is truly the Savior 

of the world.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say     ELW 611 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, O weary one, lay down your head upon my breast." 

I came to Jesus as I was, so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting-place, and he has made me glad. 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; stoop down and drink and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, and now I live in him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light; 

look unto me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright." 

I looked to Jesus, and I found in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I'll walk till trav'ling days are done. 

CREED 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its needs. O God, when 

suffering arises, preserve your church. Give to pastors, deacons, bishops, and all servants of your gospel the 

endurance that produces character and the hope that will never disappoint. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

When the waters run dry, sustain this earth. Send water to places languishing with drought (especially), and bring 

relief to places damaged by floods. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

When quarrels ensue, soften our hearts. Quell hostilities between nations and peoples, and reconcile all humans 

across the lines of race, class, nationality, moral conviction, religion, and all else that divides or oppresses. Bring 

peace to the middle east and sustain the families of the casualties. Watch over all deployed. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

When your people thirst, satisfy their needs. Send water and food to all who need nourishment. Grant welcome to 

all who are excluded. Show your mercy to any in need (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

When we gather to worship, send us your Spirit. Renew our hearts through the joyful noise we make and bless the 

work of our church musicians and musical ensembles (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

O God, when death draws near, we rejoice in the promise of life with you. We remember all who have entered eternal 

rest, and we pray that you bring us the hope of sharing in your glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. Amen. 

 



PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING    When I Survey the Wondrous Cross     ELW 803 

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 

love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. You send rain and sunshine 

to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the 

death and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           ELW p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION 

LAMB OF GOD            ELW p. 154 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and 

strengthens us for the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body 

in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer (ELW 618) 

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, feed me now and evermore, feed me now and evermore. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, shield me with your mighty arm, shield me with your mighty arm. 

POSTLUDE 
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