September 13, 2026 16th Sunday after Pentecost ELW Setting Six
PRELUDE

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MIDWEST STREET MEDICINE

CALL TO WORSHIP Adult Chimes

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, *+ one God, who pours love into our hearts and healing upon the earth. Amen.
Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our own hearts. Creation groans
from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore our world
and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy people, following the way of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through + Jesus Christ, in whom there is no condemnation, but

only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Ten Thousand Reasons: Bless the Lord, O My Soul ACS 1097
Refrain: Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul;
Worship his holy name.
Sing like never before, O my soul;
I’ll worship your holy name.

1 The sun comes up, it’s a new day dawning;

It’s time to sing your song again.

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me,
Let me be singing when the evening comes. (refrain)

2 You’re rich in love, and you’re slow to anger.
Your name is great, and your heart is kind.

For all your goodness, I will keep on singing—
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find. (refrain)

3 And on that day when my strength is failing,

The end draws near, and my time has come;

Still, my soul will sing your praise unending—
Then thousand years and then forevermore! (refrain)

GREETING ELW p. 165
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 165
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray
to the Lord. Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have
mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen.



CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 167
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation:
Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia.
For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of
stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC Celebrant Choir
CHILDREN'S READING

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21

> Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears a grudge against us
and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” '°So they approached Joseph, saying, “Your
father gave this instruction before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and
the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. ¥ Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and said,
“We are here as your slaves.” '” But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? ** Even
though you intended to do harm to me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he
is doing today. *' So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way he reassured
them, speaking kindly to them. The word of the Lord.

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12

'Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. * Some believe in
eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. * Those who eat must not despise those who abstain, and
those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. * Who are you to pass
judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for
the Lord is able to make them stand. ° Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days
to be alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. ° Those who observe the day, observe it for the Lord.
Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to God, while those who abstain, abstain for the
Lord and give thanks to God. " For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. *If we live, we
live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s.
’For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. ' Why do
you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or sister? For we will all
stand before the judgment seat of God. '' For it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to
me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.” '* So then, each one of us will be held accountable. The word
of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 171
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.



GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.
’I Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often should I forgive? As
many as seven times?” ** Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. * “For this
reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his slaves. ** When
he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him, ** and, as he could not pay,
the lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to be
made. *°*So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you
everything.” >’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. ** But that
same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing
him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.” * Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have
patience with me, and I will pay you.” ** But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he would
pay the debt. *' When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly distressed, and they went and
reported to their lord all that had taken place. ** Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked
slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. ** Should you not have had mercy on your fellow
slave, as I had mercy on you?’ ** And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his
entire debt. ** So my heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or
sister from your heart.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY We Come to You for Healing, Lord ELW 617
1 We come to you for healing, Lord, of body, mind, and soul,
and pray that by your Spirit's touch we may again be whole.

3 You touch us through physicians' skills, through nurses' gifts of care,
and through the love of faithful friends who lift our lives in prayer.

5 We come to you, O loving Lord, in our distress and pain,
in trust that through our nights and days your grace will heal, sustain.

CREED

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God hears us.
Move your church throughout the world away from judging and despising others. Lead us to embody the
forgiveness you have given us in Jesus. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
The endless beauty of your creation reminds us of your mercy. Protect those who care for farms and ranches.
Guide those who lead us to wonder at your creation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Raise up leaders to hold all in authority accountable for any misuse of the power entrusted to them. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
Calm the fears of all in need with your promises. Compassionately free the lives of any who feel bound by their
failures. Remember your children in need (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Ground this congregation in the welcome you show us in forgiving our sin. Inspire each of us to welcome others
for your honor and glory. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
With you is found the joy and promise of eternal life. Keep us in that joy as we remember all those who have
gone before us. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you see that we need. We
ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING Take My Life, That I May Be ELW 685
1 Take my life, that I may be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.

2 Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love;
take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make
us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to
our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW p. 172
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY ELW p. 173
Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
DISTRIBUTION

LAMB OF GOD ELW p. 174
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. Grant us peace.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation, healing, and
love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BLESSING
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

SENDING SONG God's Work, Our Hands (ACS 1000)
1 God's work, our hands: working together, building a future, repairing the world,
raising up homes, planting new gardens, feeding the hungry and shelt'ring the cold.
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name, sharing the good news of your gospel.

2 God's work, our feet: trav'ling together, following Jesus to places unknown,
walking as friends, marching for freedom, running the race with God's future the goal.
Bless, God, our feet as we follow your way, sharing the good news of your gospel.

4 God is at work in and around us: seedlings are sprouting and bread's on the rise!
Washed and set free, humbled and honored, gifted by grace, we respond in God's love.
Bless, God, our lives as we answer your call, sharing the good news of your gospel.

POSTLUDE
From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



