
May 5, 2024      Sixth Sunday of Easter       ELW Setting Four 

 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS         ELW p. 94 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. 

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the 

fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. 

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the 

entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG  Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing      ELW 389 

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev'ry place and time. 

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 

GREETING             ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE             ELW p. 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 

to the Lord. Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have 

mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 148 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign.  

Alleluia. Alleluia. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into our hearts such 

love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can 

desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM           Celebrant Choir  

LORD'S PRAYER MILESTONE        Kindergarten  

CHILDREN'S READING 

FIRST READING: Acts 10:44-48 
44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word. 45The circumcised believers 

who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the 

Gentiles, 46for they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can anyone withhold 

the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them 

to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6 
1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the parent loves 

the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 
3For the love of God is this, that we obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for 

whatever is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our faith. 5Who is 

it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 6This is the one who came by 

water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the 

one that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 151 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

GOSPEL: John 15:9-17 

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 

love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 12“This 

is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one has greater love than this, to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but 

I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds     ELW 367 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds in praise of love that still abounds: 

"Christ has triumphed! He is living!" Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

Repeat their song of glory here: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; set heart and will on things above 

that we conquer through your triumph; grant grace sufficient for life's day 

that by our lives we truly say: "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 



4 Adoring praises now we bring and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

to Spirit blest, most holy God, all the glory, never ending! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

CREED 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those 

in need of good news. 

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your Spirit and give 

understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our ecumenical and interreligious partners. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and every kind of living 

thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care for all your creatures. Bless the farmers 

who are planting the crops that will feed the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, that they may seek 

justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international partnerships and cooperation. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by anxiety, depression, and 

mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another. (We pray especially for . . . .) 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation that we may embody 

your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, council members, committee members, and 

volunteers. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone before us. At the last, 

bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through 

Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING   Be Not Afraid (2x)        ELW 388 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia! 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be signs of your abiding 

love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           ELW p. 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Shepherding God, you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. Send us forth 

from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and 

friend. Amen. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee       ELW 836 

1 Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love! 

Hearts unfold like flow'rs before thee, praising thee, their sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the gloom of doubt away. 

Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

3 Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

wellspring of the joy of living, ocean-depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine! 

POSTLUDE 
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