
GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.    And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your Son established a new covenant for all people, 

and in the washing of feet he showed us the dignity of service. Grant that by the power 

of your Holy Spirit these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts, feed 

our spirits, and refresh our bodies, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

READING: Matthew 26: 36-46 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 

here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee 

and began to be grieved and agitated. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is deeply grieved, 

even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me.” 39 And going a little farther, he threw 

himself on the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me, yet 

not what I want but what you want.” 40 Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping, 

and he said to Peter, “So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? 41 Stay awake and pray 

that you may not come into the time of trial;[a] the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is 

weak.” 42 Again he went away for the second time and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass 

unless I drink it, your will be done.” 43 Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes 

were heavy. 44 So leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the 

same words. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

taking your rest? Now the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of 

sinners. 46 Get up, let us be going. Look, my betrayer is at hand.” 

DRAMA   The Mount of Olives           

HYMN    God the Mountains Tell Your Glory 

3 Christ, you taught upon a mountain, showing us God's kingdom view. 

In the heights when you were praying, God's own glory shone on you. 

Climbing to a quiet garden, in your grief and faith you cried. 

On a hill for our own pardon, you, O Lord, were crucified. 

4 Thank you now for blue-green mountains, red-brown mesas, high peaks, too. 

Here may we enjoy creation, know your presence, learn from you. 

Here may we sing out your glory, hear your call and find your grace. 

Risen Christ, we'll tell your story, from these heights to every place. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of creation. 

You make a new covenant with your people. Gather your church around word and table in 

love and promise as these three holy days enfold us. Open us to behold the mystery of our 

salvation. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You give us our daily bread, fruit of the earth and work of human hands. Bless those who 

labor and tend to their crops and those who prepare our meals. Strengthen us to advocate for 

food justice and a fair distribution of resources. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You, our Savior and Teacher, stoop down to us in servant love. Inspire national and local leaders 

with a renewed sense of public service. Increase in them a humility to serve with equity and 

fairness. Teach us to pray for our enemies. Bring peace to all the world. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

You incline your ear to us in every need. Befriend all who are lonely. Comfort those who grieve. 

Soothe any who are anxious. Console all who are distressed. Graciously tend to the hurts of your 

children who suffer in body, mind, and spirit (especially). Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Precious in your sight is the death of your faithful ones. We remember and give thanks for the 

those who have died. With them, we trust your promise to love your own until the end. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to renew your 

whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 – The Words of Institution 
23For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 

when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he 

took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, 

as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink 

the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
One person from each table comes forward to receive the elements. Serve one another around your table 

saying, “The body of Christ given for you” and “The blood of Christ shed for you.” Bless children who 

do not yet receive by saying something like, “Jesus loves you and keeps you in your baptism.”  Gluten 

free wafers and white grape juice are available for those who need them. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026%3A36-46&version=NRSVUE#fen-NRSVUE-24093a


HYMN #347  Go to Dark Gethsemane     

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

your Redeemer's conflict see. Watch with him one bitter hour; 

turn not from his griefs away; learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, view the Lord of life arraigned; 

oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 

Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; learn from him to bear the cross. 

3 Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; there, adoring at his feet, 

mark that miracle of time, God's own sacrifice complete. 

"It is finished!" hear him cry; learn from Jesus Christ to die. 

DEPART IN SILENCE  
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PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle against sin, 

death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each other. This is the struggle 

to which we were called at baptism. Within the community of the church, God never wearies 

of forgiving sin and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin 

against God and our neighbor and let us enter the celebration of the great Three Days 

reconciled with God and with one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory 

of your holy name. Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his 

authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the 

Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Turn to those around you, place your hand on their shoulders or head and say:   

In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 

HYMN    Love Consecrates the Humblest Act 

1 Love Consecrates the humblest act and hallows mercy’s deeds; 

It sheds a benediction sweet and hallows human needs. 

2 When in the shadow of the cross Christ knelt and washed the feet 

Of his disciples, he gave us a sign of love complete. 

3 Love serves and willing stoops to serve; what Christ in love so true 

Has freely done for one and all, let us now gladly do. 


