May 18, 2025 Fifth Sunday of Easter ELW Service of the Word
PRELUDE

TRUMPET SOLO Brody Smith
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP Celebrant Choir

RECOGNITION OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
Logan Brandenburg, Saroya Luschas, Chloe Miller, Olivia Mueller, Braeden White

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.

Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift

of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by your Word you created
the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from
slavery into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your
Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus
Christ. Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lordvin the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

GATHERING SONG Now the Green Blade Rises ELW 379
1 Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has lain;
love lives again, that with the dead has been; love is come again like wheat arising green.

3 Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, he that for three days in the grave had lain;
raised from the dead, my living Lord is seen; love is come again like wheat arising green.

4 When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, your touch can call us back to life again,
fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been; love is come again like wheat arising green.

GREETING ELW p. 213
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 213
Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 213

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise
you for your glory.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth.

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest;

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s people on earth.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our hearts your most
excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know goodness and peace, through your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

ANTHEM Celebrant Choir
SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AWARDS
CHILDREN'S READING

FIRST READING: Acts 11:1-18
*Now the apostles and the brothers and sisters who were in Judea heard that the gentiles had also accepted the
word of God. ? So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers criticized him, °saying, “Why did
you go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?” “ Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying,
°“I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet coming
down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners, and it came close to me. ° As I looked at it closely I saw
four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. "1 also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up,
Peter; kill and eat.” ®But I replied, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.” °But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, you must not call
profane.’ *° This happened three times; then everything was pulled up again to heaven. ** At that very moment
three men, sent to me from Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. ** The Spirit told me to go with them
and not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the
man’s house. ** He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring
Simon, who is called Peter; '* he will give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’
“And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. *° And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.” ' If then God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I that I could hinder God?”” ** When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying,
“Then God has given even to the gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” The word of the Lord.

SECOND READING: Revelation 21:1-6

‘I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was
no more.  And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. ® And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with them and be
their God; “ he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will
be no more, for the first things have passed away.” °® And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am
making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” ° Then he said to
me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water as a
gift from the spring of the water of life.” The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 216
Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.
“*When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in
him. *If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once.
Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say
to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ *I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.
Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. * By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY I Come with Joy ELW 482
1 | come with joy, a child of God, forgiven, loved, and free,
the life of Jesus to recall in love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, each proud division ends.
The love that made us, makes us one, and strangers now are friends, and strangers now are friends.

5 Together met, together bound by all that God has done,
we'll go with joy, to give the world the love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

CREED

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are in
need. Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our proclamation of your grace
for all people without exceptions, especially those often overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of your presence from the
smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preservation of wild places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in power toward equitable and
just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient resources to live safely and with dignity. Bring peace
to the many places of war and conflict. Protect those deployed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, experiencing broken
relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness. Wipe away every tear. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.
We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love. Guide us by their example,
until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the name of Jesus
Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
ANTHEM Celebrant Choir

OFFERING Be Not Afraid (sing twice) ELW 388
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluial
Be not afraid, sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluial

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD ELW p. 220
O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words
of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world
to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be
honor and glory forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

BLESSING ANTHEM Celebrant Choir
BLESSING Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen.
DISMISSAL Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.



SENDING SONG Love Divine, All Loves Excelling ELW 631
1 Love divine, all loves excelling, Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling, all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion, pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation, enter ev'ry trembling heart.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver; let us all thy life receive;

suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.

Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.

POSTLUDE
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