
October 26, 2025     Reformation Sunday      ELW Service of the Word 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS         ELW p. 211 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. 

We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen 

you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG  A Mighty Fortress Is Our God      ELW 504 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

GREETING             ELW p. 213 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

KYRIE             ELW p. 213 

Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. Christe eleison: Christ, have mercy. Kyrie eleison: Lord, have mercy. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 213 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, 

we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 



Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. Pour 

out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort 

them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your 

saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM           Celebrant Choir  

CHILDREN'S READING 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of 

Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out 

of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant 

that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write 

it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they teach one another or say to 

each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD, for I will 

forgive their iniquity and remember their sin no more. The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 
19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced 

and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed 

by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has 

been disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the faith of Jesus Christ 

for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now 

justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 

atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his divine 

forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at the present time his own 

righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has the faith of Jesus. 27 Then what becomes of boasting? 

It is excluded. Through what kind of law? That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person 

is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. The word of the Lord. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 216 

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go? Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never 

been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I 

tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 

son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY   Rise, Shine, You People!      ELW 665 

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has entered our human story; God in him is centered. 

He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded, with grace unbounded. 

2 See how he sends the pow'rs of evil reeling; he brings us freedom, light and life and healing. 

All men and women, who by guilt are driven, now are forgiven. 

3 Come, celebrate; your banners high unfurling, your songs and prayers against the darkness hurling. 

To all the world go out and tell the story of Jesus' glory. 

PRESENTATION            ELW p. 234 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for Kai and Aiden, one with us in the body of Christ, 

who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

I present  Kai Beyer and Aiden Smith , who desire to make public affirmation of their baptism. 

Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for these brothers, whom you have made your own by water and the  

Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and 

nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and 

unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?  I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?  I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you 

in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and pray for them in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse 

us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in  name  the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm his faith, guide his life, 

empower him in his serving, give him patience in suffering, and bring him to everlasting life. Amen. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the world, and all creation. 

Free your church, O God, with grace, mercy, and love to be transformed by your word. Direct your church to 

be united in word and deed so that all creation knows the uniting and transforming power of the gospel. God of 

grace, receive our prayer. 

Renew creation, O God, so that all living creatures thrive together. Guide those who work to restore and renew 

creation. Preserve and care for endangered species throughout the world. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Bring peace among the nations, O God, so violence and terror are not the norm on your earth. Inspire leaders 

of communities to work for peace and justice. Unite our politicians with a common mission and purpose. God 

of grace, receive our prayer. 

Heal all who suffer, O God, and bring them peace. Draw near to people who are incarcerated. Give hope to 

people experiencing housing or employment insecurity, oppression, or discrimination. Heal those who are ill 

(especially). Be our stronghold at all times. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

Forgive us our sins, O God, and grant us your grace. Move us to understanding and reconciliation between 

people of other faiths and other Christian traditions in our community. Mend hurt feelings and heal wounds we 

have caused one another. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the life and witness of all your saints. Give us hope in your son’s victory 

through the cross. God of grace, receive our prayer. 

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

 

 

OFFERING     Seek Ye First        WOV 783 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God; and its righteousness. 

And all these things shall be added unto you. Allelu, Alleluia. 

2 Ask and it shall be given unto you; seek and you shall find; 

Knock and the door shall be opened unto you. Allelu, Alleluia. 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD         ELW p. 220 

Let us pray. 

O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the words 

of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end bring all the world 

to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be 

honor and glory forever. Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL   Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG   I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light     ELW 815 

1 I want to walk as a child of the light. I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. The star of my life is Jesus. 

Refrain:  In him there is no darkness at all. The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

3 I'm looking for the coming of Christ. I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, we shall know the joy of Jesus. Refrain 

POSTLUDE 
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