
August 3, 2025    8th Sunday after Pentecost       ELW Setting Eight 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience,  kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. Amen. 

GATHERING SONG   Praise to the Lord, the Almighty     ELW 858 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Let all who hear now to his temple draw near, joining in glad adoration! 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o'er all things is wondrously reigning 

and, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been sent by his gracious ordaining? 

4 Praise to the Lord! Oh, let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him! 

Let the amen sound from his people again. Gladly forever adore him! 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE             ELW p. 184 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; 

for this holy house, for all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; 

that we may live out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; 

for life and for love, for our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; 

that you nourish our souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE           ELW p. 185 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 



Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing, honor, glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of vict’ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth 

loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   Hallelujah Chorus      Woodwinds  

CHILDREN'S READING 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23 
2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 12 I, the Teacher, was king over Israel in 

Jerusalem. 13 I applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an 

unhappy business that God has given to humans to be busy with. 14 I saw all the deeds that are done under the 

sun, and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 2:18 I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, 

seeing that I must leave it to my successor, 19 and who knows whether he will be wise or foolish? Yet he will be 

master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. 20 So I turned and gave 

my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 21 because sometimes one who has 

toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This 

also is vanity and a great evil. 22 What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with which they toil under the 

sun? 23 For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This 

also is vanity. The word of the Lord. 

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11 
1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand 

of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, 

and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be 

revealed with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming on those 

who are disobedient. 7 These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life. 8 But now you 

must get rid of all such things: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9 Do not 

lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10 and have clothed yourselves 

with the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. 11 In that renewal 

there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, enslaved and free, but 

Christ is all and in all! The word of the Lord. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION          ELW p. 188 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 

GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
13 Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 
14 But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” 15 And he said to them, “Take 

care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 

possessions.” 16 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17 And he thought 

to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull 

down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will say to my 

soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20 But God said to him, 

‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will 

they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY  Faith Begins by Letting Go       ACS 1004 

1 Faith begins by letting go, giving up what had seemed sure, 

taking risks and pressing on, though the way feels less secure: 

pilgrimage both right and odd, trusting all our life to God. 

2 Faith endures by holding on, keeping mem'ry's roots alive 

so that hope may bear its fruit; promise-fed, our souls will thrive, 

not through merit we possess but by God's great faithfulness. 

3 Faith matures by reaching out, stretching minds, enlarging hearts, 

sharing struggles, living prayer, binding up the broken parts; 

till we find the commonplace ripe with witness to God's grace. 

CREED 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of the 

world. 

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an enthusiasm to embrace life in 

Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is revealed to everyone. God of grace hear our prayer. 

Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the earth, winds, waters, trees, and 

animals, the gifts that make life possible on this planet. Be with all affected by storms and fire. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of divisiveness, insult, and oppression. 

Clothe all people in your image, and establish equity and peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, illness and grief, pain and fear 

(especially). Give strength to those who give care and equip them with compassion as they make your love 

known. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the work of treasurers and all 

who attend to financial matters. Support those whose work in our community is difficult and demanding; make 

us mindful of the toil that goes unnoticed. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. Give us wisdom through their 

witness and encourage us in love as we continue our lives in the world. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

PEACE  The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

 

OFFERING    We Give Thee but Thine Own      ELW 686 

1 We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be; 

all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 

2 May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, 

and gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our firstfruits give. 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is plentiful. Strengthen us at your 

table with these gifts of the earth and our labor, that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior. Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING          ELW p. 190 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



HOLY, HOLY, HOLY           ELW p. 190 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might,  

heaven and earth are full of your glory, full of your glory. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER 

DISTRIBUTION 

LAMB OF GOD           ELW p. 191 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world. Grant us peace. Grant us peace. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Mothering God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace. Send us out by your Spirit 

to love our neighbors as ourselves and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

BLESSING 

DISMISSAL  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

SENDING SONG Son of God, Eternal Savior (ELW 655) 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us hallows all our human race, 

you our head, who, throned in glory, for your own will ever plead: 

fill us with your love and pity, heal our wrong, and help our need. 

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others, so may we for others live. 

Freely have your gifts been granted; freely may your servants give. 

Yours the gold and yours the silver, yours the wealth of land and sea; 

we but stewards of your bounty held in solemn trust will be. 

POSTLUDE 
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